The Red Jacket

Rick Gagne
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Here's what the composer had to say about the Red Jacket: The original Red Jacket was a Seneca Indian
Chief and orator who was born in 1750. He came to Philadelphia in 1792 to assert Seneca grievances and
claims. He met with George Washington, made a deep impression on eastern lawmakers and was a popular
figure. A clipper ship was named after him in 1853 and an ancestor of Rick Gagne’s sailed on her maiden
voyage, which set a speed record from New York to Liverpool of 13 days, 1 hour and 25 minutes. This
sailing record has never been broken. The ship proved very fast. She once racked up a single day's run of
413 miles, one of only 10 sailing ships ever to have exceeded a passage of over 400 nautical miles made
good in a 24 hour time period.



